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Ss CHE M 


FOR THE 


COALITION of PARTIES. 


* 


BSERVING it ſeveral times 


announced in the papers, that a 
certain able politician would ſhortly 


oblige the world with a ſcheme for the 
Coalition of all Parties: I have long 
waited with much impatience for a 


fight of fo defirable a work, from ſo 


eminent a hand; but, having been 


Rene diſappointed, 1 thought I 
B 


ould 
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could not employ a few leiſure hours 
more beneficially for my country, 
than in adding my inconfiderable 
endeavours for the difcovery of this 
important ſecret; and that, the more 
heads were employed in a defign fo 
uſeful, the ſooner, and the more 
corn leatly, it would be finiſhed. If 
the 8 of that ingenious gentle- 
man ſhould exactly correſpond with 
mine, much weight will be added to 
my propoſal; but, if they ſhould 
differ in a few particulars, the im- 
partial and infallible n _ 


take their choice. 


I ſhall not here follow the exam- 
ple of our modern reformers, civil and 
eccleſiaſtical, in pulling down with- 
out rebuilding, complaining without 
redreſſing, and oppoling without pro- 
poſing ; but ſhall offer a plain and 
ſimple ee. which I am ſure will 
be effectual, and hope will be unex- 

ception- 
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ceptionable to meri of all parties; 
Connexions, and denomirations; ag 
it cannot fail to promote all their 
intereſts; as well as that of the 
public. | 


Before I preſamed to preſcribe, I 
thought it right to inveſtigate the 
cauſe of the diſcaſs : and. therefore 
have diligently enquired whether our 
preſent diſſentions have ariſen; as for- 
merly, from any differences of opi- 
nions, or any, contradictory articles 
in our political creeds ; but, on the 
ſtricteſt examination; I can find no 
ſuch differences to exiſt : parties I ſee 
many, but cannot diſcern one prin- 
ciple amongft them; they are neither 
Whigs nor Tories, Monarchy-mien 
nor Republicans, High- church nor 
Low- church, Hanoverians ner Jaco- 
bites: they have all acted alternately 
on all theſe principles, as they have 


ſerved a preſent occaſion; but have 
'B 3 adhered 
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adhered to none of them, nor even 
pretended to profeſs them: they have 


all been ready to ſupport govern- 
ment, whenever they have enjoyed 


the adminiſtration of it; and almoſt 


all as ready to ſubvert it, whenever 
they were excluded. I ſee few, very 
few, who have formed the moſt di- 
ſtant intentions of deftroying the 


government, or changing the conſti- 


tution of this country; but, I am 
afraid, I ſee as few, who ſeruple to 
plunge them both into the moſt im- 
minent danger, rather than be ſtopped 
in the wild career of their headlong 
ambition: from whence it appears to 
me plainly demonſtrable, that all our 
preſent diſſentions are nothing more 


than an outrageous conteſt for power 


and profit, there being no other cauſe 


from whence they can poſſibly be de- 


rived. He, therefore, who can point 
out a method to put an end to this 


conteſt, need inquire no farther ; the 


work 


4 
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| oak is done, and a cordial and 


laſting coalition will immediately. 


enſue. 


In order to "qualify myſelf 855 this 
taſk, and forming ſuch a coalition, 
T have endeavoured to recollect all the 
plans, which have hitherto been of- 
tered in writing or converſation, for 


this purpoſe; and I cannot remem- 
ber one, that contained any thing 


more, than this ſhort propoſal, to 
diſmiſs all at that time in adminiſtra- 
tion, and to admit the propoſer and 
his friends into their places, which he 


always calls a coalition, and recom- 


mends as the only method to reſtore 


concord to a nation, which he fails 


not to repreſent as much out of hu- 


mour as himſelf. Although this plan 


may probably be perfectly right, as 
it has been univerfally adopted by all 
parties in their turns; yet it has of 
late been tried with ſo "ROW ſuccels, 

B 3 that 


” 
ten. — — — 


| 
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that 1 would by no means have | it re- 
peated, and therefore it ſhall make 
no part of my propoſal. 


J have likewiſe conſulted ſome of 
the moſt indigent, thinking them the 


moſt diſintereſted, patriots, "Aruggling 


for that liberty and property of which 
they themſelves enjoy ſo ſmall a 
fhare, whoſe ſentiments therefore had 


great weight with me on this impor- 
tant ſubject: but theſe all unanimouſſ 


agree, that no concord, or coalition, 
can or ought to take place, until an 


effectual place-bill and annual parlia- 
ments ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; that theſe, 
and theſe alone, can put an end to our 
diſſentions, by extirpating venality 

and corruption, and reſtoring to us 
an independent and honeſt 8 | 


tation; but fo dull am I of ap 

henſion, that the ſalutary effect 75 
theſe regulations do not appear to me 
quite ſo clear; becauſe, though I 


1 . | know . 


B ATROTD 
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know that honeſty will make men 
independent, yet I do not ſee that 
independence will make them honeſt; 
nor that a parliament, if not hands, 
will be the leſs dangerous for being 


independent, Nor can I comprehend, 


that mutiplying corrupt elections will 


put an end to corruption; nor that 


the more frequent returns of expen- 


five conteſts will promote the choice 
of thoſe who have the leaſt money 


to ſpend; nor, if ſuch ſhould be 


choſen, that they would be more in- 


dependent becauſe they were pogrer, 


2 conſequently. had more wants to 
be ſatisfied; all this may be very 
good logic, but it does not firike 


very forcibly on my underſtanding ; 


and therefore neither of theſe regula- 
tions ſhall be admitted into my ſyſtem, 


I ſhall preſcribe no remedies for 


national diſorders, the effects of which 


I am not able to anſwer for, which 


B 4 perhaps 
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perhaps after a long circuit through 
every veſſel of the body politick may 
produce conſequences directly con- 
trary to my intentions; and, inſtead 
of curing the preſent complaints, ren- 
der them much worſe, or produce a 
new diſeaſe, more dangerous and 
more difficult to conquer: I ſhall ra- 
ther ſtrike at once at the great root 
of all political evils, which every one 
knows is the miniſtry itſelf; and 
therefore, inſtead of e 
annual parliaments, 1 {hall propoſe 
an annual adminittration ; in which 
ſingle regulation my whole ſcheme is 
comprehended, and which I would 


have conſtituted in the following 
manner. E 


On the fr day of every ſeſſion 
of parliament, before any buſineſs 
ſhould be proceeded on, an urn or 
box ſhould ber placed on the table of 
each. houſe, in which ſhould be de- 


poſited . 
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poſited ſmall pieces of paper, inſcrib- 
ed with the names of all the great 
offices in the ſtate, houſhold, trea- 
ſury, and admiralty, and ſealed up 
with the greateſt ſecrecy and care, the 
names of thoſe offices which are uſu- 
ally appropriated to the members of 
each houſe being put into their re- 
| ſpective boxes. I would then propoſe, 
that a committee of thirty from the 
peers, and one hundred from the 
commons, of their moſt conſiderable 
members, ſhould be choſen by ballot, 
or the whole be admitted if that 
ſhould give more ſatisfaction, who 
ſhould draw out theſe tickets from 
the urns or boxes, and immediately 
take poſſeſſion of whatever poſt 
fortune ſhould thus fling into 
their hands, and keep it unmo- 
leſted and irremoveable during the 
next enſuing year, their commiſſions 
being made out t accordingly 7 as to 

| SI all 
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all inferior places, they ſhould re- 


main in the ſame hands, to prevent 


any confuſion or interruption in the 
buſineſs of the publick, until they 
become vacant by deaths or promo- 


tions, and then they ſhould be filled 
up by the principals in each depart- 


ment for the time being; by which 


means they will all have equal op- 
portunities of providing for their 
friends and adherents, who will 


not then be very numerous, or much 


wanted,” when offices are attainable 


only by the foregoing method, 


This ſcheme neceſſarily puts an 


end to all conteſts for power and pro- 
fit, and with them to venality, cor- 
ruption, and all our political diſeaſes, 
which are but their unavoidable con- 
ſequences: when nothing can be ob- 
tained by contention, we ſhall con- 
tend no more; peace and harmony 


will return, and this much- ſought- for 
coalition 
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coalition immediately be effected. It is 
alſo, like all other great diſcoveries, 
fo fimple and obvious a remedy, that 
it is not a little ſurprizing that it 
ſhould not have been before hit upon 
by ſome of thoſe numerous ſtate phy- 
ficians, who daily. ſtudy, and pre- 
ſcribe to the national conſtitution, 


But, in order the better to explain 
its operations, and ſhew its falutary 
effects, I ſhall conſider it under the 
following heads; how it will affect 
the king, how the adminiſtration, 
how the oppoſition, and how the 
nation, And here I beg leave to pre- 
miſe, that by theſe I would not be 
underſtood to mean thoſe only who 
now fill thoſe ſituations, but all kings, 
adminiſtrations, and oppoſitions, that 


do, or ſhall at any time exiſt here- 


after. 


Firſt 
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Firſt then as to. the kings 15 am 
ſenſible that this ſcheme will rob him 
of one of the choiceſt of his reroga- 
tives, the diſpoſal of all offices of 
truſt and profit; wiſely, as: FR have 
thought, placed in his royal hands 
by the conſtitution for the molt falu- 
tary purpoſes ; though improperly in 
the opinion of others, to whoſe ſhare 
none of them have fallen : therefore I 
ſhould by no means adviſe, that ſo 
capital and ſo hazardous an alteration 15 
ſhould be made permanent by law, 
but on tried for a few years, as an 
experiment, whoſe conſequences can- 
not be well aſcertained until they be- 
come viſible by practice. But, how- 
ever it may affect the rights of the 
crown, it will certainly relieve the 
poſſeſſor from innumerable trouble; 
the jewel here taken away is indeed 
one of its richeſt, yet it is one of the 
heavieſt loads on the head of the 


wearer, 
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wearer, and cannot fail to convert it 
into a crown of thorns. It is indeed 


a prodigious power; but it is a per- 


plexing power, which ſerves only to 
make the many ſolicitors WO muſt” 
be refuſed. angry, and the few who 


are obliged ungrateful: it is indeed a 
pre- eminence of royalty, but it is a 


painful pre-eminence; and to relin- 


quiſh it, would be an eſcape from moſt 
of the diſquietudes. which attend that 


exalted but uneaſy ſituation. - Could 
this be done, a wiſe, a juſt, and vir- 
tuous prince would no longer lie 


under the diſagreeable neceſſity of 


preferring knaves for their intrigues, 


profligates for their abilities, and 
fools for their connexions; nor any 


more be moleſted with addreſſes, 


remonſtrances, and petitions; for 


no excluded party, =. my ſcheme 
was eſtabliſhed, would ever ad- 
dreſs to remove an adminiſtration, 


which, like a. butterfly, could ſervive 
but 
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but one ſeaſon ; none would remon⸗ 
ſtrate againſt grievances, which, by 
their acquiſition of places, would all 
be very ſoon redreſſed; nor petition 
to diſſolve a parliament, which will 
probably fall ready made into their 
own hands in the courſe of a few 
months, 


From miniſters in poſſeſſion only I 
expect objections ; but, if they would 


conſider how greatly this ſcheme will 


contribute to their own eaſe and ad- 
vantage, objects to which they uſual- 
ly pay ſome regard, they cannot, 3 
think, refuſe it their concurrence : 
for ect they ſhall be fo fortu- 
nate as by this means to get into 
power, they will be ſure to keep it 
for a whole twelve-month ; and not 
only keep it, but keep it unmoleſted 
by all oppoſition : for, when power 
is thus placed in the hands of Fortune, | 
ſhe alone c can be blamed for the un- 

ſue⸗ 
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ſucceſsful efforts of ambition, and 


the diſappointment of men's own 
imaginary merit. 'This will exempt 
all miniſters from the moſt diſagree- 
able embarraſſments of their office; 
they will no longer be obliged to neg- 
le& their ſupporters, and promote 
their adverſaries, nor to reward every 


one in proportion as they abuſe them; 


a conduct, which though habit, 1 


know, renders leſs painful than 


might be imagined; yet muſt ever 


be inconvenient, becauſe it cannot 


fail to create new adverſaries, and 


new abuſes. They will no longer 


be dependent on the caprice of a 


miſtreſs or a favourite, nor even on 


the will of their ſovereign himſelf; 


nor will they be diſtreſſed, if they 
ſhould be fo uncommonly unfortu- 
nate, as to have to deal with a prince, 
who has not one vice, attachment, 


or prejudice, by the indulgence of 
which he can be either purchaſed or 


Con- 
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controuled. They will no longer be 
obliged to court the humours, or ſa- 
tisfy the demands, of an inſatiable 
parliament; nor reduced to the hu- 
miliating neceſſity of frequent appli- 
cations to recruit the revenues of the 
civil liſt, exhauſted by corrupting 
men to be honeſt, and paying them 
for that ſupport to government, for 
which their own intereſt and duty 
ought to have been ſufficient induce- 
. ; and whenever they are diſ- 
placed by this rotation, they can 
have no cauſe to be angry, and 
therefore cannot be tempted to diſ- 
grace themſelves, by inliſting imme- 
diately into oppoſition, by un- 
ſaying all they have ſaid, undoing all 
they have done, defeating Fery 
meaſure which they had adopted, 
and ſacrificing their principles and 
characters to gratify their reſentments. 
As they will have little to promiſe, and 
leſs to beſtow, they will be little 

5 | troubled 
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troubled with thoſe two worſt AM 


of perſecutors, their friends and their 
enemies; they will no longer be 
| baited in ſenates, reviled in news- pa- 
pers, and inſulted in the ſtreets; and 
both their promiſes and their win- 
dows will be leſs frequently broken ; 
in ſhort, they will oftener be able to 
8 as regularly, to ſleep as quietly, 
and walk as ſecurely, as the moſt 
inſignificant man in the kingdom. 1 
ſhall add but one other inducement 
to prevail on miniſters to agree to my 
propoſal; an inducement, which per- 
haps they may think too inconſide- 


rable to be mentioned; which is this, | 


that by it they will Be placed in a 
ſituation, in which they may be ca- 
pable of doing ſome ſervice to their 
country; in which they may enjoy 
leiſure and quiet, ſufficient to enable 
them to form and execute ſome plans 
for the regulation of our police, the 
re· eſtabliſnment of our government, 


C and 
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and payment of our debts: all which, 
in their preſent ſtate of being pilloried 
and pelted, are utterly impractica- 


ble. If there, ſhould be any 1 in ad- 
miniſtration, Who are ſkilled i in, or fond 


of play, their patronage I may ſurely 
depend on, as my ſcheme will afford 


them a new and entertaining game, 
in which Fortune will be the diſpoſer 


of all good things; a lady, With 
whom t] ey have had fo long an inti- 
macy, and with whom they may be 


preſumed to have no inconſiderable 
Intereſt, 


To the Oppoſition, I think, few 


i arguments need be uſed, to perſuade 
them to ſupport a n 5 mani- 
feſtly calculated for their advantage; ; 


which will immediately extricate 


them from a laborious and unprofit- 


able ſituation, and give them an 
equal chance with others of acquiring 


92 
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the moſt honourable and profitable 
offices in the ſtate, of which at pre- 
ſent they ſeem to have no chance at 
all. Whenever. they ſhall be ſo 
lucky, as to be elected by this means 
into power, they will then enjoy all 
the benefits which I have juſt now 
_ enumerated, in the fituation of mi- 
niſters; and whenever they ſhall be 
_ unfortunately excluded, their condi- 
tion even then will be W preferable 
to their preſent: for they will be de- 
livered from the troubleſome and bar- 
ren occupation of fruitleſs oppoſition, 
which will then exiſt no more: they 
will therefore no longer be obliged 
to toil and ſweat, whole days and 
nights, in ſupporting queſtions, which 
they diſapprove; and motions, which 
they neither expect nor wiſh to carry; 
they will no more be obliged to ex- 
pend their own fortunes in forming 
| clubs, cementing factions, fomenting 
G2. was 
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tumults; and purchaſing petitions, 


on the bare poſſibility of being ſome 
time or other reimburſed by the 
publick. They will no longer be 
compelled, to deceive the people, 


whoſe intereſts they regard; to debaſe 


the character, and abandon the pri- 


vileges, of both houſes of parliament, 
of which they are members; or to 
inſult the Sovereign, whom they love 
and honour, and whoſe favour is 


their principal purſuit; nor, if all 


theſe ſhould fail, to call in a patrio- 
tick plague, gain or war, to their 


aſſiſtance: this conduct, I know, is 


ſtrictly juſtifiable, from neceſſity, and 
fidelity to connections, and warrant- 
ed by precedents innumerable and 


immemorial; but yet, on reflexion, 


muſt certainly be diſagreeable to ho- 


neſt and ingenuous minds. Beſides 
an exemption from theſe Herculean 
| labours, they will acquire, even du- 


ring their excluſion, no inconſidera- 


ble 
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ble pecuniary advantage; for the 
reverſionary chance of a lucrative 
place in the choice of next year will 
fetch no contemptible ſum in the pre- 
ſent; and I doubt not, as ſoon as my 
hene ſhall be eſtabliſhed, will be 
as exactly calculated, and as readily 
done at Jonathan's, as a Lottery 
Ticket, or Bank or India Stocks 107 
the 8 b 8 48 1 

Let us now ſee how this my 
ſcheme will affect the nation. And 
here I diſcern a moſt agreeable pro- 
ſpect; for 1 ſee an end to all parlia- 
mentary conteſts, the offspring of 
ſelf-intereſt, and parent of corruption; 
and with it an end to all thoſe 
factions and difcontents, thoſe miſ- 
conducts and misfortunes, which 
have divided and diſtreſſed this 
chi: for above half a century: | 


I + 
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—; "66 Hate 15 338 clades 
0 In Patriam populymque fluxit."” 


F PE this impure ſource way have 
all proceeded ; from this has every 
calamity iſſucd, that has overflow ed 
the land: it was this that produced 


a. Spaniſh War in the year, 1739, 


which produced a French war, which 
after a ſhoit peace produced another 
French, another Spaniſh, a German, 
and American war; theſe produced 
a national debt of one hundred 
and fifty millions, with innumerable 
and never: ceaſing taxes to defray 
their intereſt; theſe have produ- 
ced loans, jobbe, contracts, and all 
manner of plunder; theſe have 
produced private riches and publick 
poverty, which have produeed high 
price of proviſions, dearneſs of labour, 

com- 
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complaints of manufacturers, luxury 
and idleneſs, riots and tumults, with 
all thoſe numerous grievances, which 
the nation really feels, or fancies 
that ſhe feels, from her preſent ner- 


: £ 


vous diſpoſition. 


All theſe, I queſtion not, will be 
prevented in future by my propoſal ; 
to which I have never 1 any 
objections, except the two follow- 
ing, Which I ſhall endeavour to an- 
ſwer. 9 8 


Firſt, that theſe annual changes in 
adminiſtration will occaſion ſuch con- 
tinual changes in meaſures, that no 
ſyſtem, foreign or domeſtic, could be 
_ purſued with Readineſs and effect. To 

this I reply, that, under the preſent 
mode of government, this muſt cer- 
tainly be the conſequence of ſuch fre- 
quent changes; but, under the regu- 
C 4 lations 
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lations of f my f theme, they will have 


no ſuch operations; q becauſe the new 
miniſtry, being inttducell without 
conteſt, will be under no neceſſity of 


counteracting every meaſure which 


had been adopted by the old: they 


will not be mortgaged to old gon- 5 


nexions and olq animoſities, nor em- 


barraſſed by old principles and old 


ptofęſſions; and therefore they will 
not be obliged in honor to involve 
the flation in a war, becauſe the laſt 

miniſtry had concluded a peace; nor 


to relinquiſh taxes of which they 


might avail themſelves, becauſe they 
had formerly voted againſt them; nor 
to wink at libels, and indulge riots, 


becauſe they had once been uſeful; 


nor to ruin themſelves by the Bu 


arts by which they had rumed their 


predeceffors, to prove the conſiſtency 
of their conduct. This rotation of 


miniſters will therefore be ſo far from 


changing 


A 


JW 
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changing ſyſtems,” that it will con- 
tribute very much to continue them: 


for, if any one adminiſtration ſhould 
happen to fix upon any one ſyſtem, 
the reſt, having no inducement to al- 
ter it, will probably purſue it in prefer- 


ence to the trouble of finding out 
another. But if the worſt ſhould 


happep, and no ſyſtem at all be pur- 
ſued, the nation perhaps might not 
ſuffer ſo much as may be imagined; 

for what ſyſtem can we remember to 


have been ever ſtrictly adhered to in 


this country, except this, that oppo- 


ſition ſhould do miſchief, and mini- 


ſters embarraſſed by a perpetual war- 
fare do nothing; and yet under this 
we have conſtantly gone on, improv- 
ing in wealth, trade, liberty, das, 


| 123 proſperity, to this hour. 


The other is, Hat if all oppoſition 
1s by this ſcheme put an end to, 
there 


| 
: 
' 
| 
| 
| 
' 
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there will remain no check upon evil 
miniſters, and the people will be left a 


defenceleſs prey to their tyranny and 


rapacity. This, indeed, is a formi- 


dable objection; and fa tenacious am- 


I of the liberties of the people, and 
fo jealous of the encroachments of 
miniſterial power, that, if I thought 
my propoſal would be attended with 
conſequences ſo fatal, I would in- 
ftantly abandon it, in ſpite of all the 
parental fondneſs of a Projector. But 
of this I cannot entertain the leaſt 
apprehenſions; for. although it will 
— all oppoſition in parkament, 
where it is ſeldom honeſt, and always 
hurtful ; Set it will leave it in full vi- 


gour amongſt the people, where it is 


often honeſt, and ſeldom injurious to 
the publick: enough of it will remain 


in the hearts and mouths of common- 


council-men, liverymen, and free- 
holders, 
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holders, to watch over the conduct 
of miniſters; here is its native ſoil, 
and here it ought always to be culti- 
vated: but whenever it takes root 
amongſt the great, whenever it ſhoots 
up into courts, councils, and ſenates, 
it ſoon degenerates into ſelfiſh and 
angry factions, who, under a pretended 
zeal for the welfare of the publick, 
are contending only who ſhall. firſt 
ſacrifice it to the mean ends of pri- 
vate ambition or avarice : for true 
Engliſh oppoſition to government is 
like that reſpectable animal the true 
Engliſh maſtiff, who, when permit - 
ted to prow] and roar about the yards 
and out-houſes, is a faithful; honeſt, 
and intrepid guardian; but, if ad- 
mitted into the drawing- room, be- 
comes a very offenfive and a very 
dangerous viſitor. 


And 


= 
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Aud Mere by the be Te cannot 
but applaud” che honeſt ſagacity of 


that hondurable ſociety, the Supporters 
of the Bill of Rights, who have de- 


clared” eternal war with all great men, 


eſteeming them dangerous coadjutors 


in the cauſe of liberty, and * wiſely 
concluding, that it is "impoſſible that 


perſons poſſeſſed of exalted titles, 


vaſt Property, and extenſive power, 


ſhould ever be in earneſt, 'in endea- 
vouring to deſtroy” their own ſupe- 
riority, and the ſubordination of 


. 


Much more igt be 118 in fa- 
vour of my ſcheme; but I ſhall leave 


it to its own apparent merits for ſuc- 


ceſs, and ſhall now conclude with 
this ſingle caution to my readers, 


not to imagine that there is any 


thing 


* 
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thing in the, foregoing Pages in the 


leaſt degree ludicrous; a caution 
which I think not altogether unne- . 
ceſſary, from frequently | obſerving, 
that plain truths, conciſely; ex preſſed, 
and brought home to mens minds, are 
apt to ſtrike on the very ſame chords 
in the human brain, which are pecu- 
liarly appropriated to wit and hu- 
mour, and are therefore often miſ- 
taken for them : for which reaſon, I 
forewarn all, who ſhall peruſe this 
ſhort eſſay, againd falling into this 
common error; and aſſure them, 
that, in theſe conſiderations on this 
ſerious ſubject, not any wit, nor any 
humour except good-humour, is, or 
was ever intended to be, admitted; nor 
is the leaſt reflexion deſigned on the 
conduct of any man, or ſet of men, 
whatever: my ſcheme is ſolely found- 
ed on conjecture, ariſing from the 
known principles of human nature, 


which 


7 
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which concludes that men will a& in 
ſuch a manner, in ſuch circumſtances, 
and ſuch ſituations. It is not here 
aſſerted that any have ſo acted in 
ſuch ſituations; but only ſuppoſed, 
that the generality of mankind eter- 
nally — 


— 


